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In 2015, Officer Walser returned to 

the traffic enforcement team motor-
cycle unit, where he served until his re-
cent retirement. 

Officer Walser also serves as an ac-
tive board member with the Fraternal 
Order of Police Lodge 10. He has served 
as the president of Lodge 10 for an in-
credible 12 years, and has been selected 
11 times as the FOP Lodge 10 Member 
of the Year. 

Officer Walser is not only highly re-
spected by FOP members, but also by 
his fellow Clearwater Police Depart-
ment colleagues, City of Clearwater 
leadership, and a broad base of commu-
nity leaders. Because of his exceptional 
service, Officer Walser has received the 
Chief’s Unit Citation for his service 
with the honor guard team and the bur-
glary unit. 

When asked about Officer Walser, 
Clearwater Police Chief Dan Slaughter 
said: 

Officer Walser proves that you don’t need 
to be a supervisor to be a remarkable leader. 
I have never met a person more dedicated to 
the officers, their families, and the entire 
community. 

I couldn’t agree more with Chief 
Slaughter. 

Mr. Speaker, John Walser is a dear 
friend of mine. He is a dear friend of so 
many in the Clearwater community, a 
constant source of faith-based counsel, 
a compassionate leader, a man who 
deeply loves his family, deeply loves 
his community, and deeply loves the 
God in whom he daily puts his trust. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
thanking a remarkable person, Officer 
Jonathan Walser, for his years of serv-
ice to our country and to our commu-
nity in Florida. We wish him the very 
best in his retirement. 
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, as a proud 
member of the Hispanic Caucus, I rise 
today to celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
Month, the rich history, the culture, 
and the traditions of the Latino com-
munities throughout our Nation and 
the world. 

The United States of America is a na-
tion of immigrants past and present, 
and the stories of the Latino commu-
nities who live in California’s San Joa-
quin Valley are similar to the millions 
of stories of other immigrant families 
who have come to our country striving 
for the American Dream. They have 
come to our country from around the 
world. 

Working together, we can ensure 
that policies that benefit our economy 
and keep families together, like the ex-
panded DACA, the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, and DAPA, the De-
ferred Action for Parents of Americans, 
as well as comprehensive immigration 
reform, are enacted. This is important 
to fix a broken immigration system in 
America today. 

These policies would move our coun-
try forward and provide a path to 
earned citizenship—not amnesty, but 
earned citizenship—so that individuals 
who only know the United States as 
their home can achieve the American 
Dream, the American Dream which is 
still a shining light around the world 
for people that are oppressed. Let us 
never forget what the American Dream 
embodies not just in our country, but 
for people around the world. 

Please join me in celebrating His-
panic Heritage Month and the values, 
the dedications, and the rich diversity 
of immigrant families, of which my 
family was one and the majority of 
families in our country at some time or 
another were the proud immigrants 
from some other part of the world, that 
make this United States the greatest 
country in the world today. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ARMENIAN 
INDEPENDENCE 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I also rise 
today to join in celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of Armenia. Twenty-five 
years ago today, Armenia declared its 
independence from the Soviet Union 
and, once again, the Republic of Arme-
nia was established. 

Earlier this year, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit Armenia for the first 
time, and it truly felt like coming 
home. Why? Well, because it felt so 
much like the San Joaquin Valley that 
I proudly represent, where so many Ar-
menians have settled for generations 
since their diaspora and as a result of 
the Armenian genocide. 

Like so many other ethnic groups 
throughout the world, the people of Ar-
menia are friendly. They are warm and 
proud of their traditions, culture, and 
religion. 

I had the opportunity as a young per-
son to grow up with so many of our 
good friends and neighbors—the 
Kezerians, the Abrahamians, the 
Koligians—whose Armenian heritage I 
learned as a young person and has 
added so much not only to the commu-
nity of the San Joaquin Valley, but to 
our Nation as a whole. 

It is an honor to recognize Armenia’s 
25th anniversary and the Armenian 
people in the San Joaquin Valley and 
the communities throughout the Na-
tion and the world. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I think I would be 
remiss in this recognition if I did not 
take this opportunity to urge Congress 
and the President of the United States 
to go on record as recognizing the Ar-
menian genocide and the devastating 
violence committed against the Arme-
nian people over 100 years ago, the first 
genocide recorded and recognized by 
historians in the 20th century. 
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Of course, we know from that geno-
cide came the later followed by the 
Holocaust, and sadly generations have 
suffered. I want to thank my col-
leagues for joining in recognizing Ar-
menia’s 25th anniversary. 

BALANCING THE BUDGET 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
my friend, Delegate John Overington, 
and the West Virginia State Legisla-
ture for passing the balanced budget 
amendment resolution in March. 

West Virginia has joined 27 other 
States in calling for a constitutional 
convention under Article V to force the 
Federal Government to add a balanced 
budget amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution for one simple reason: the 
Federal Government has a spending 
problem. America has run up a debt of 
over $19 trillion, largely to fund past 
and present expenditures using money 
that should belong to future American 
generations. 

West Virginia families and businesses 
have to operate on balanced budgets, 
and I believe the Federal Government 
should also have to operate within its 
means. America cannot afford to con-
tinue spending like it has been. That is 
why I cosponsored H.J. Res. 2, the bal-
anced budget amendment to the Con-
stitution. I encourage my colleagues in 
the House and Senate to cosponsor this 
important joint resolution. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO CORPORAL HERSHEL 
‘‘WOODY’’ WILLIAMS 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to say happy 
birthday to a true American hero, Cor-
poral Hershel ‘‘Woody’’ Williams. 

Woody is one of the last two sur-
viving United States Marine Corps 
Medal of Honor recipients of World War 
II and the last surviving Medal of 
Honor recipient from the Battle of Iwo 
Jima. 

Born on October 2, 1923, Woody Wil-
liams grew up on a dairy farm in Fair-
mont, West Virginia. He enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps Reserve in 
Charleston, West Virginia, on May 26, 
1943. 

Woody completed 2 years of service 
and was trained to use both tanks and 
flamethrowers. Williams, a corporal, 
landed in Iwo Jima in 1945. American 
tanks were trying to open a lane for 
the infantry when they encountered a 
network of reinforced Japanese con-
crete pillboxes, buried mines, and 
black volcanic sands. 

Corporal Williams went forward with 
his 70-pound flamethrower in an at-
tempt to reduce the devastating ma-
chine gun fire from the fortified enemy 
positions. Covered by only four rifle-
men, he continued this arduous task 
for 4 hours under heavy enemy small- 
arms fire. 

He resupplied and returned to the 
front lines time and again to wipe out 
one enemy pillbox after another. On 
one of these returns, to the point of the 
spear of the battle, a wisp of smoke 
alerted him to an air vent of a Japa-
nese bunker. He approached this heav-
ily fortified position close enough to 
put the nozzle of his flamethrower 
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